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Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth St., S.W. OFFICE OF THE  SECRET^ 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: Facilitating the Provision of Spectrum-Based Services to 
Rural Areas and Promoting Opportunities for Rural 
Telephone Companies to Provide Spectrum-Based 
Services, WT Docket No. 02-381 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On behalf of Western Wireless Corp. (“Western Wireless”), I am 
writing to update and correct the record in the proceedmg referred to above. 

In initial comments in this proceedmg, the South Dakota 
Telecommunications Association (“SDTA”) accused Western Wireless of 
misrepresenting consumers’ billing addresses in reports to the Universal Service 
Administrative Co. (“USAC) in an attempt to inflate the amount of universal 
service support it would receive. Western Wireless, in  reply comments, showed that 
this accusation is entirely unfounded: it was USAC, not Western Wireless, that 
incorrectly characterized certain Western Wireless customer lines as being located 
on the Pine Ridge Reservation. In fact, Western Wireless had accurately reported 
that those lines are located in other wire centers in  South Dakota in which Western 
Wireless has been designated as an eligible telecommunications carrier (“ETC”). 
Compare SDTA Comments at  21 with Western Wireless Reply Comments at 4-7. 

Western Wireless stated in its Reply Comments that SDTA knew at 
the time it submitted its comments that its allegations, includmg a scurrilous and 
completely unfounded suggestion about “persistent rumours,” were untrue. 
Western Wireless stands by that statement. SDTA was served with a copy of 
Western Wireless’ Response t o  Comments of South Dakota Telecommunications 
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Association and an accompanying affidavit from Suzie Rao of Western Wireless, 
filed with the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission in Docket TC98-146 on 
Dec. 27, 2002. That affidavit clearly explained that Western Wireless had correctly 
reported the locations of its customer lines in South Dakota, and that USACs 
mischaracterization of the location of customer lines in South Dakota was due to an 
insignifcant administrative error by USAC, and not due to any malfeasance by 
Western Wireless. (Attached are copies of the filing and Ms. Rao’s &davit, 
together with the certificate of service demonstrating that SDTA was served with 
copies of these documents.) Although they knew this information, SDTA and its 
attorneys nevertheless made false statements on the record in comments in the 
instant proceedmg before the FCC. 1/ 

If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David L. Sieradzlu 
Counsel for Western Wireless Carp. 

Enclosures 

cc: John Prendergast 

... 1/ 
does not substantively affect the merits of its position. Contrary to the statement 
on page 4 of Western Wireless’ Reply Comments, SDTA and its attorneys were not 
served with a copy of Western Wireless’ Jan. 3, 2003 letter t o  USAC. 

In one respect, Western Wireless’ Reply Comments contain a minor error that 
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VIA FACSIMILE 1-605-775-3809 
And U.S. MAIL 
Deb Elofion 
ExautiwDirector 
SD PUC 
500 E Capitol Avenue 
PierreSD 57501 

RE: Dockot No. TC98-146 - In the Matter of the Filing by W C  License Corporation 

OPGN File No. 000362 
Pat Desi&on as au Eligible T e l a o m  'oations carrim 

Dear Ms. Elofson: 

Enclosuifor~lplcaaeflnd ~atanW&~mptmseto~ommentsof~outh  
Dakota Telecommunicatid Association with the atraohed A$davit of Suzie Rao. The origid 
and ten wpiw of the Response will be seat today by U.S. mail to your &w. The original 
Midavit of Suzie Rao will be sent dimtlyto &a convmission via Federal Express by hfs. Rao. 

If you have e y  queatiom, please contact me. 

n 
Sincossly, 

Tmklw 
c: Richard Coit via 6a 1-605-224-1637 

Mark Ayotte via fbxl-651-2.234450 
James Blundell vie f8x 1-425-586-81 18 

Btim M w  Via fiu(,l-605-224-9060 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTIISIloES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

M THE MATTER OF THE FlLING BY GCC LICENSE 

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 

) DOCKET 
CORPORATION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN TC98-146 

AFFIDAVIT OF SUZIE RAO 

STATE OF WASHNGTON 1 
) ss. 

COUNTY OF KING 

@l003/004 

1. My name is Suzie Rao. I am Regulatory Counsel, External Affairs for Western 

Wireless Corporation. I make this Affidavit in Support of Western Wireless' Response to 

Comments of South Dakota Telecommunications Association. 

2. I was involved iq preparing Western Wireless' Compliance Filing dated August 
.- 

28,2002 and the amendments filed on October 11 and December 2. 

3. To my knowledge, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission and Staff 

believe Westem Wireless' Compliance Filing, as amended, satisfactorily addresses the six items 

listed on the Commission's October 18,2001 Order designating Western Wireless as an ETC in 

rural telephone company exchanges. 

4. Western Wireless filed its South Dakota line counts with the Universal Service 

Administration Company ('VSAC") anticipating those lines would become eligible universal 

service lines. Because thm is a lag between line count reporting and receipt of funding. USAC 

encourages any carrier to begin reporting its lines as soon as an ETC petition is filed. This is 

industry practice and l l l y  consistent with how USAC administers the univmal service program. 

Western Wireless reported its lines in SDTA company areas by study area, and 5. 

separately reported its lines on the Pine Ridge Reservation. 

1483448~1 
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6. Because a USAC report shows all South Dakota lines under a "Pine Ridge" study 

area code, I contacted WAC to inquire whether Western Wireless' reporting was correct and 

appropriate. 

7. A USAC representative confinned to me that Western Wireless had reported its 

linea properly, and that USAC had combined al l  of those lines for its reporting purposes. This 

person also indicated that USAC will correct its report if it deems that to be necessary. 

AFFIANT. SAYS NOTHING FURTHER. 

1483448~1 2 
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BEFOlkE THE PUBLIC UI'ILITIBS COMMISSION 

OF THE SOUTH DAKOTA 

FAX 145424ma 
BrirnB.bleycrr 
M a y s t d m F  
PO Box 11 17 
320 E. Capitol Ave 
Pi- SD 57501-1 117 

FAX 1-64!i-224-1637 
RiahadD.C!a& 
l 3 x d v e ~ a n d ~ c o u n s e l  
SDTA 
POBOX57 
h S D  575014057 

PO Box 8045 
Rapid city SD 57709 
1-60s-3421078 


